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control because systems of communication had collapsed.
Inevitably, close personal ties dominated human relationships,
as exemplified in the Feudal System, largely because contact
with a central authority was either impossible or unworkably
slow. By means of a long series of conflicts during the Middle
Ages, personal relationships with local leaders were replaced
by attachments to dynasties, frequently bolstered up by such
doctrines as divine rights of kings and so forth.
Throughout both these Ages the leadership principle
appears to have been universally accepted, and with it the
concept of the leader as the source of law and power. The
political history of the Modern Age is largely the story of the
successful struggle to wrest this omnicompetence from an
individual or from a privileged few and, through the growth
of Parliamentary Government and the extension of the
franchise, to bestow self-government. The process is by no
means complete yet and many are the ways by wrhich different
societies are still striving to build satisfying political organiza-
tions. It would be unwise to regard the modern State as having
reached perfection, or to think of it as having reached a stage
of finality, yet it is true that, under its aegis, man is freer from
the inhibiting restrictions of the physical environment than
he has ever been in the past.
Having briefly traced the evolution of the modern State,
attention may now be drawn to certain of its outstanding
characteristics. Above all else, the modern State is a sovereign
State, that is to say it holds supreme sway over the territory
and the people (with certain minor reservations) within its
limits, and in this respect is not answerable to any other
authority. It is therefore completely independent politically.
For the political geographer, the sovereignty of the State is
interesting mainly because of the ways in which the sovereign
power is employed to direct and control both the internal
and external relationships of its inhabitants. It is clear that
the influence of a State, at least in external affairs, depends on
the power which the State has at its absolute command. The
fact that the commonest classification of States is into Great
Powers and Small Powers is evidence of the overwhelming
importance of power, both military and economic, although the